“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do ALL in the name of
#aliveinCHRIST the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to the Father through Him.” ~ Colossians 3:17

IN TOUCH
Fall 2017
Old McDonald had a farm… at TCS?

Mr. Rod Berg, Principal

If you heard the odd ‘cluck, cluck, cluck’ around the
school for a few weeks in November it was not the sound of
Mr. Berg getting older. It is actually the sound of deeper
learning and students’ engaging in projects that stretch
them to become engaged change-agents for the kingdom of God!
Why Projects? Each year, each class at TCS participates in a project
that takes a unit of study deeper and more hands-on for the students.
Good projects link together a deep Christian perspective, connect to the community and
God’s good creation while the required Ministry of Education skills are taught in a meaningful
way. We call these projects PBLs – Project Based Learning. This year again each class and
each teacher is starting to form the class project to take a particular unit deeper and more
engaging. Most of these projects will land and wrap up around April or May. We have found,
and research proves, that projects give students more ownership of their learning, teach the
skills in a deeper, more lasting way and allow wonderful opportunities to unpack God’s
amazing world while showing how creation all fits together.
Why Chickens at TCS? Grade 6 is studying a unit in social studies called ‘Trade for good and not
for greed’ which is linked to the history of Canada as part of the Grade 6 Creation Studies unit
called Canada and Its Trading Partners. They have enlisted ten brown chickens into their study
who will live in a caged area at the back of the school while our mild weather continues.
Students will care for them as they produce eggs that students will then sell to our community.
This combines a deeper link to an understanding of Canada’s trading system while they gain a
deep sense of how to create a quality product, price it reasonably in a market and sell their
product. This applies math skills, creative skills and an understanding of
markets and business in a real, hands on way.
Can TCS do this? First of all – yes, we have a bylaw exemption and full
permission from the City of Barrie to have a few chickens on the school
property for a while this year as part of the Grade 6 project. And we
are super excited about it. Having them onsite helps students own the
care and processing of the project more direct. Gathering and selling
eggs is a lot more exciting when you can walk out to the back of the
school and do it rather than having to take a bus to a farm every few
weeks. It becomes real, relevant and meaningful…like good education
should be! A side benefit is that all 223 students at TCS get a chance to
get up close with chickens and be blessed with this part of God’s
wonderful creation. Many students don’t have that opportunity and this
is a wonderful trickle-down effect of having a few chickens on site during this project.
Overall… At TCS we have a heart for learning that is
‘dynamic, vibrant’ and leads to ‘inspiring children
to be alive in Christ’. Genuine projects that engage
students at a deeper level is part of that journey.
Gathering eggs at school and selling them to gain
a deeper understanding of how trading works,
connected to Canada’s history is…unforgettable!
Add to that a deep sense of entrepreneurial skills…
and learning goes even deeper.

What is new in Finland?
Just over 30 Christian
school leaders across
Ontario had the
wonderful blessing of
being part of a bursary
that sent a team of
November
30 KOS Choir Presentation leaders to Finland for a
week to learn and
observe their
December
educational system.
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For years Finland has
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had some of the
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highest scores in Math, Reading and Science in the world and many
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educators have visited this little country to see what they are doing to
22 Family Skate
allow them such a strong showing in test scores.
Last day before
Some
Unique ideas:
Christmas
Robotics
and Coding in Elementary school
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Did you know that they introduce robotics and coding at the
elementary level in Finland? They truly believe that coding is as
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important a language of the future as any other language learned.
8
Back to school!
We sat through several presentations by both elementary teachers and
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high school teachers that teach this to students and allow them
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opportunities to compete to further develop these skills. Their theory is
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that if students learn this early in life it will come to them much easier
when challenged with it at college or in the workplace. It will give them
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the edge because they have already started at a basic level.
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One very interesting comment we picked up from one educational
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leader was the importance of teaching our students about business
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and honing their entrepreneurial skills. Creativity is a critical skill and
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28 Basketball Tournament highly sought after in the work place. He strongly felt that we need to
teach students skills they can adapt with that pushes them past simply
applying for a job but rather creating jobs for themselves
during times of challenging employment.
Teaching conflict resolution skills
Another creative approach in Finland is how they take the
time to teach students conflict resolution and mediation
skills to help them solve their own challenges on the
playground. They strongly feel that students need to take
ownership of their learning but feel just as strong that they
need to own their social challenges as well and develop
these life skills.
Overall all…
The above areas are just a few of the many take-aways
from the Finland trip. There were also many confirmations. The best schools are the ones that
challenge students to engage and take ownership of their learning. One Finnish educator stated
‘good education connects to all their senses and all the emotions”. In other words, students need to
engage and be inspired in the learning process. At TCS we continue to strive and stretch for deep
learning that fully engages students and connects them to our Heavenly Father at these levels.
Quality education connected to our Father’s world…the sweet spot in Christian education.
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TCS SPORTS
This fall, TCS students have competed in a Soccer
Tournament and Cross Country meet with other
local OACS schools, and just this past week BOTH
our girls and boys volleyball teams placed 1st in
the tournament hosted by King Christian School!
Our volleyball teams also attended the Knox
Invitational Volleyball Tournament in Bowmanville
along with 45 other schools in November. How
exciting for Mr. A. Wilcox and Mr. D. Wilcox to
return as coaches... they competed in the same
tournament when they were students!
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Terry Fox Run 2017… a great success!
Another successful Terry Fox Run here at TCS!
It was a very hot September afternoon, but
we were so excited to run on our new 300m
track this year! Our grand total raised this
year was $1,228.76… way to go!
Congratulations to Grade 1 and 6 classes
who tied in raising the largest amount of
money this year!

The Library Low-down!
The T.C.S. Library has been greatly blessed over the last few months
and we’re excited to share our news with you all!
Firstly, we had OLYMPIC-sized fun during our annual Book Fair in
September. Thanks to parents and students, who came out to support our library by purchasing books and other faith-based items
from the Living Books company. Another big blessing came in the
form of a donation from the Barrie
South re-Source Store that we used
along with a portion of sales to purchase many new wonderful books for
our library. We are so grateful for our generous and ‘resourceful’ friends,
who have helped to put quality literature into the hands of our students!
Our second blessing was the arrival of new sturdy shelves in the fiction
section of our library. Thanks to the efforts of Harry and Thomas Hollema
(grandfather and father to Isaiah & Zoey) we have beautiful wooden
shelves to hold our many new novels/books. Thank you, gentlemen, for
sharing your time and skills to install the shelves in just one day!
Thanks also go out to our weekly volunteers, Mrs. L. Eisses, Mrs. D. Hedderson, Mrs. K. Holjak and Mrs. S. Hollema, who have great ‘Team Spirit’ and
have worked hard to help us ‘Go for the Gold’ with our reading!
To receive our weekly newsletters,
sign up by sending an email to tcsgen@timothychristianschool.ca or call the school at 705-726-6621.
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We’re learning about Migration and Hibernation!

Feed the Birds…
The JK students are learning about hibernation, migration and adapting. They’ve been talking about
the birds and squirrels that might need a special snack when the snow starts to blow and food sources
are hard to find. We made “bird” feeders with pinecones and icing and yummy birdseeds. The kids
loved making this snack for God’s creatures but they also loved sampling the icing!

Butterfly Migration...
This fall, the SK students have been learning about how animals prepare for winter, and God’s special
plan for each of His creatures. One way that animals prepare for winter is by migration. The students
investigated the monarch butterfly and how it migrates all the way to Mexico! We were fortunate to
have Butterfly Kisses Educational Outreach come to visit us in October. We helped scientists learn more
about patterns of migration of the monarchs by tagging and releasing a butterfly. It was exciting to
see it unroll its proboscis & sip some sugar water before its long journey.
Our class is also taking part in a symbolic migration project through Journey North. Over 60,000 students
in Canada and the USA created symbolic butterflies and sent them to Mexico for the winter. Children
in Mexico who live beside the Monarch’s winter sanctuaries protect the butterflies and send them
north in the spring. Each student decorated a butterfly to send to Mexico and we are eagerly waiting
for butterflies to be sent back to us from Mexico in the Spring. We also worked together to make a larger butterfly and included information to teach students in Mexico a little bit about life in a kindergarten class in Barrie, Ontario, Canada. We are hoping to learn more about schools in Mexico in the
Spring when our butterflies come back up North!
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Grade 3 & 4 Swimmers!
The Grades 3 & 4 students have been enjoying their physical education class at the Holly Community
Centre swimming pool every Friday afternoon. They are participating in a 10 week series of lessons in
which each child has been assessed and placed in an appropriate level for his/her abilities. These lessons are conducted by certified swimming instructors employed by the City of Barrie. What a great experience it has been as students eagerly anticipate their lessons every Friday afternoon!

Trip to Wye Marsh
In the fall, the Grades 3 &
4 students went to Wye
Marsh to learn about
habitats and trees. While
the Grade 3’s studied
trees, the Grade 4’s did
a pond study!
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We have radio hosts in the making here
at TCS! A few of our students spent a
morning at Life 100.3 learning about
radio and then recording an ad for TCS!
Here it is… TCS has a new logo design!
We’re excited to blend the vision statement with a fresh, visual branding for the
school’s future.
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SUPER HERO DAY!

Student Council launched their first dress up day in November— Super Hero Day! Batman greeted the
students from the roof of TCS in the morning, Spiderman invaded the Grade 7 classroom, Wonder
Woman took over the office and MANY other creative new superheroes made an appearance!

Remembrance Day Chapel

The Grade 2 class have embarked on a project to
recognize and honour special people in our lives who
served in World War 1, World War 2, and overseas. We
have discovered that these ordinary people heard
God’s calling in their lives and dedicated themselves
to living extraordinary lives to restore peace in a war
torn world. The Grade 2’s presented their special Person’s of Peace at TCS’ Remembrance Day Chapel
on November 10th. It has been an inspirational project and great stories have been shared and learned
about our Canadian past that we never want to forget.

TCS MISSION
Timothy Christian School develops children through biblically based educational programs by
nurturing professionals equipping our children to be active Christians in God’s world.
TCS VISION
Timothy Christian School delivers a dynamic, vibrant learning environment offering leading
edge programs that inspire children to be alive in Christ.
Principal: Rod Berg
750 Essa Road
Barrie, ON L4N 9E9
www.timothychristianschool.ca
Find us on social media!

Phone: 705-726-6621
Fax: 705-726-8571
Email: tcsgen@timothychristianschool.ca

2017 Christmas Bazaar Craft Show & Auction

November 18 was an exciting day here at
TCS! Our annual Christmas Bazaar Craft
Show and Auction is sure to draw a crowd
and the school was bustling with vendors,
visitors and volunteers. We had over 55
vendors selling handmade crafts, Christmas trees for sale, a Christmas garden,
the Dutch store, bakery, and a silent and
live auction. We’re thankful for all who
contributed in some way, shape or form
to ensure that this fundraising event was a
success. Your efforts were not in vain…
this year the
Bazaar raised

$42,000.00

A very special thank
you to the Bazaar
committee who worked
tirelessly for months,
sorting out the many
details that are required
for a successful event:
Casey Heppleston,
Krista Westerneng,
Christa Kers, and
Kristen Woudenburg.

